
From "Business Biographies” in the Farm Bureau News, Nov. 2, 1933: 

The Farm Bureau News was published by the Island County Farm Bureau in Oak Harbor, WA between 1920 and 

1950. 

 

OTTO G. VAN DYK 
 

Following the trade that he learned from his father, Otto G. Van Dyk, present Mayor of Oak Harbor, has been in 

the carpentry and contracting business here for more than twenty years.  He learned the trade from his father, G. O. 

Van Dyk, when the Van Dyks first moved to Oak Harbor 36 years ago, and has operated his own shop here for 

about twenty years. 

Otto Van Dyk was born in Holland, Michigan, February 27, 1881, and is one of a family of four girls and six boys.  

He lived in Michigan until 16 years old when the family decided to move west. 

"My father heard of Whidby Island through a land agent," Van Dyk said, "And as he had always wanted to come 

west, we moved here in 1897." 

They at first rented the present Stroops place and then farmed for several years near Swantown, at the same time 

doing carpenter work. In 1913 Otto opened a shop of his own which he is still operating. 

"I like barn building best," Van Dyk said, "But also enjoy cabinet making boat building and all sorts of carpentry." 

Last winter he built his own boat, "Kydnav," and admits that he enjoyed building it more than using it. For 18 

years he has made caskets for the Funeral Aid Society. 

"Radio has been one of my principal hobbies and I enjoyed building and experimenting with them when they first 

came out." 

Van Dyk has been mayor of Oak Harbor for nearly two years and was councilman for 12 years before that.  He has 

been a member of Odd Fellows since 1919 and has subscribed to the Farm Bureau News ever since it was begun as 

the "Oak Harbor News" in 1911. There are two sons and four daughters in the Van Dyk family. 

 



 


